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On a sunny Sunday afternoon, work continued on clearing the station platform at Worthy Down Halt, 
carrying on from where we left off in February.  Trees and scrub are steadily being removed, not only 
to help preserve the platform from irreparable damage but also to make it recognisable again, and it is a 
hoped that we can enhance the platform by 
creating a wildflower bed, encouraging more 
diversity of wildlife. 

Some 15 volunteers met up this time, including 
two new faces.  A lot more of the scrub was 
cleared along both ends of the platform, and also 
this time a few of the bigger trees were removed 
several of which were leaning precariously.  We 
had use of a 36” bowsaw provided by HPP, which 
made the task of removing the bigger trees much 
easier enabling a two-man action, one man at each 
end.  The felling of these larger trees was 
accompanied by a warning cry of ‘timber’ as they 
came down.  Trunks and thick branches were cut down to size and piled neatly to create log-pile 
habitats.  All other scrub was stacked down the embankment.  The usual tea-break was had, which 
provided respite from the hard work. 

During the afternoon, young Luke found scarlet elf 
cup fungi lurking on one of the rotten branches 
down the embankment, and we also marvelled at 
white violet spotted by Connie. 

At the end of the afternoon Maureen scattered 
wildflower seed on the cleared area, whilst the rest 
of the group gathered tools together and tidied up. 

A good portion of the platform is now exposed – 
however, a little more still needs to be done (at a 
future date), although it has been agreed that a good 
length should be left at each end to allow the 
wildflowers to get established. 

… chuffety chuff …chuffety chuff … the GWR 
12:32 … all aboard … chuffety chuff … … !! 

Weather: sunny and bright, 12°C.  

Bruce Graham, Task Leader 

Upcoming task and event dates 

Sunday 19 April Footpath improvement, DNSR 
footpath (FP502) 

Sunday 17 May Pond planting, Kings Worthy 
Primary School 

Taking a rest! 

Removing some of the large trees 

Cleared platform 


