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Three adults and two children took part in the clearance of vegetation from the school’s three ponds on 
a cold but fine day.   

The school has two small rectangular ponds and one larger more informally shaped pond. The larger 
one was created about two years ago at the same time the gravel surfacing was laid to make access 
easier for the children.  Planting in all of the ponds has colonised very successfully but to ensure some 
open water for pond dipping, some plants needed to be removed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We started with the largest pond, removing weed by hand, with the net and rake.  Although no more 
than 2’6” deep, we would have benefitted from waders or at least taller boots! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We found several water creatures and tried to identify them with our field guide including a dragonfly 
nymph.  Quite a number of ladybirds appeared to have been hibernating in the reeds and were disturbed 
by our efforts. 

After successfully clearing the large pond we moved on to the smaller ones.  These had much more 
established reeds which needed secateurs to cut through their roots carefully without damaging the 
liner. 

We do hope that the frogs will now lay their spawn here so that the children can see them again this 
spring. 

Charlotte Smith, task leader. 

 


